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M a y or  S t e v e  B e n j a m i n 
delivered his annual State of the 
City address at the Columbia 
Met ropol it a n  Convent ion 
Center Tuesday. 
“I would like to stand up here 
and announce that we have 
accomplished all of our goals, 
that our city is perfect,” said 
Benjamin. “But we have not and 
it is not.”
The speech’s venue conveyed 
the history the fi rst-term mayor 
had to surpass. Benjamin gave his 
address in the Coble Ballroom, 
named after his predecessor, who 
served for 20 years. Outside the 
windows of the reception hall, 
the historic Adluh Flour Mill 
towered, the last of its kind in 
South Carolina and a reminder 
of the state’s once-booming 
industry. 
B e n j a m i n  r e p e a t e d l y 
highlighted plans to further 
assimilate USC and its students 
into the city, improve public 
transportation, attract more 
companies and reinvest in the 
police department. He took the 
opportunity to promote Interim 
Pol ice Chief Randy Scot t , 
removing the interim from his 
title.
“Randy Scott is the most 
innovative and inventive law 
enforcement leader in this state,” 
Benjamin said after the speech. 
“He’s already hit the ground 
running.”
During his speech, Benjamin 
cited that the number of violent 
crimes in Columbia increased 
from 611 to 708 between January 
and June of 2010.
When asked about how he 
plans to counter rising violence 
in Five Points, Benjamin said he 
plans to continue investing in the 
police force. 
“Prior to this year the city 
cut it s  depar t ment budget 
signifi cantly, almost $4 million,” 
Benjamin said. “We stopped 
that. We’re getting every single 
vacancy at the department fi lled. 
We’ve opened up a new region.”
Benjamin sa id 35 pat rol 
cars have been added to the 
police f leet and he wants the 
department to focus more on 
violent crimes. 
The mayor also stated his plan 
to connect USC, Five Points, 
Main Street and the Vista as 
“one powerhouse business and 
entertainment district” with “a 
fleet of clean, next generation, 
energy-effi cient buses outfi tted 
with mobile broadband.” 
“Imagine increasing ridership 
by tapping into the roughly 
50,000 students from USC, 
Benedict ,  A l len, Columbia 
College, Midlands Tech and 
CIU,” Benjamin said.
But before Benjamin began 
announcing future plans for the 
city, he pointed out its current 
accomplishments. He returned 
repeatedly to the phrase “I see 
reason to celebrate.”
The mayor applauded city 
workers for their handling of 
last week’s snow, saying that 
Columbia’s streets were clean 
while other cites languished . He 
also announced that Columbia 
was $4.8 million under budget.
“We are in the black and 
that is certainly something to 
celebrate,” Benjamin said.
The 2010-11 Heyward E. McDonald 
Lecture on Peace and Justice was held 
Tuesday evening in the Russell House 
ballroom, honoring the life of a Winnsboro 
native who advocated civil rights for South 
Carolinians. 
Administ rator Charles F. Bolden, 
Jr. of National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration gave a speech highlighting 
the role of public education in advancing 
social justice.
Bobby Donaldson, associate professor for 
USC’s Department of History introduced 
Bolden .
Donaldson said Bolden is a proud product 
of the Columbia community and that if 
you were to Google or Wikipedia him you 
would fi nd an impressive biography.
Donaldson then read a l ist of the 
Columbia nat ive’s accomplishments, 
which included being named the 12th 
Administrator of NASA and serving a 34-
year career in the Marine Corps as well as 
14 years as a member of NASA’s Astronaut 
Offi ce.
A f t e r  D o n a l d s o n  f i n i s h e d  h i s 
introduction, Bolden took the stage to a 
standing ovation.
Bolden had two of his former middle 
school teachers in the room, whom he had 
stand and be recognized.
Heyward E. McDonald, for whom the 
Lecture on Peace and Justice is named, 
was a South Carolina native who had a 
passion for learning and revered public 
issues. McDonald graduated from the 
United States Naval Academy and later 
the University of South Carolina’s School 
of Law. McDonald had a strong Christian 
faith and worked to promote peace and 
justice.
An obvious parallel, Bolden also attended 
the Naval Academy, which, he said, he 
decided to attend when it became apparent 
that segregation laws would not allow him 
to go to USC.
Since no one from the S.C. Delegation 
would write a recommendation for Bolden, 
he began writing Vice President Lyndon 
B. Johnson letters, saying he wanted to 
be appointed to the Naval Academy. His 
pleas were rejected on the basis that he was 
too young. Bolden was told to write back 
when he was older. When President John 
F. Kennedy was assassinated and Lyndon 
B. Johnson became President, however, 
Bolden was afraid that as President, Johnson 
couldn’t grant his wishes. Nevertheless, 
Bolden wrote to President Johnson and two 
weeks later a Navy recruiter knocked on 
his door. The recruiter’s job was to travel 
around the country looking for minorities 
wanting to attend the academy.
“Always remind yourself of why you are 
pursuing the things you do,” Bolden said.
An Ill inois congressman wrote his 
recommendation letter and he entered the 
academy on paper as a resident of Illinois. 
Bolden said this wasn’t a great way to start a 
career on integrity.
“Mom and dad always told us you can do 
anything you want to do but you’ve got to 
prepare yourself,” Bolden said.
Bolden transitioned, talking about the 
technology of NASA and how their primary 
criteria are excellence and diversity.
“I believe our exploration mission also 
helps us be better human beings,” Bolden 
said.
Bolden also elaborated on how space 
technology has helped develop materials 
that protect fi remen and bicycle helmets.
“What I preside over at NASA would 
have been science fi ction when I grew up,” 
Bolden said. “We have caused textbooks to 
be rewritten,”
Dur ing t he quest ion and answer 
session Bolden was asked about the future 
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The true story of 
NFL safety turned 
soldier has viewers 
question the notion 
of heroism.
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The Gamecocks 
prepare for the third 
annual Garnet Army 
Night as they take 
on Arkansas tonight.
See page 7
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Soon you’ll see the colorful banners, catchy logos and 
free koozies all over campus.
It means one thing: Student Government elections 
are underway. Candidates fi led for offi ce Tuesday in the 
Campus Life Center. Registration ends today at 4 p.m, 
and campaign websites and offi cial campaigning will get 
started next week.
Here are a few topics to watch:
What will dominate the debate?
It’s kind of cloudy. Candidate platforms are not 
available until next week, but some issues like 
textbooks and parking issues always seem to arise in 
elections. There is a lot of chatter about advisement 
reform inside the Student Government offi ce and with 
recent tuition increases and budget cuts, the state 
of higher education in South Carolina will likely be 
discussed. Will candidates promise more lobbying? 
Will campaign promises reflect a challenging 
economy? Overcrowding in the student section during 
home football games could become an issue as well. 
And progress is mounting on taking the CarolinaCard 
off campus and implementing a free taxicab service 
to replace Cocky’s Caravan, almost guaranteeing 
candidates will promise progress on those two issues.
“I don’t know what they’re going to talk about,” said 
Student Body Vice President Taylor Cain. “Last year it 
Josh Dawsey
JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Spending limits, positive campaigning, 
voter turnout key aspects in 2011 race
 What to watch for in this year’s SG elections
ELECTIONS ● 2
Mayor aims to connect city, USC
Thai Lamb / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
In the annual State of the City address, Mayor Steve Benjamin outlined 
plans for a new bus system and a way to reduce crime in Five Points.
New bus system, 
increased Five Points 
safety key points  
Ryan Quinn
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
NASA administrator promotes education
Jeremy Duncan / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Charles F. Bolden, 12th Administrator of NASA and a Columbia native, gives a lecture in 
the Russell House Ballroom Tuesday.
STATE ● 2
Bolden expresses 
importance of science, 
technology in classrooms
Cassie Stanton
CSTANTON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
NASA ● 2
One at tendee ,  Av ius 
Strong, sa id he wanted 
Benjamin to pr ior it ize 
f ight ing youth v iolence 
t h r o u g h  m o r e  s o c i a l 
programs. 
“I’d l ike for more in-
depth [solutions],” Strong 
said of Benjamin’s speech. 
“We need more grassroots 
work.”
Benjamin also commented 
on the challenge he accepted 
from nonprofi t organization 
NoFizz Charlotte to avoid 
soda and drink more than 
60 ounces of water every 
day.
“I’ve never been a guy 
who drinks a lot of soda,” 
said Benjamin. “Not only 
have I given up carbonated 
drinks, I’ve given up coffee, 
tea — and no spirits — it’s 
just been water. I drank like 
four cups of coffee a day.”
W h e n  a s k e d  i f  h e 
m ade  conce s s ion s  for 
Communion, Benjamin said 
he drinks grape juice at his 
church.
STATE ● Continued from 1
of  NA SA ,  to  wh ic h 
he responded he was 
optimistic. He said that 
NASA would continue to 
handle exploration that is 
expensive and risky and 
mentioned that Obama 
set a deadline of 2025 to 
visit an asteroid.
Bolden  s a id  when 
discussing his work at 
NASA. 
A n n  C a r b o n e ,  a 
sevent h  g rade  mat h 
teacher and Solar System 
Educator, has been on 
NASA-sponsored trips 
for teachers. She said that 
South Carolina is trying 
to emphasize science 
technology engineering 
and mathematics classes.
“So the kids say, ‘Hey 
this is actually being used 
somewhere,’” Carbone 
said.
Carbone also talked 
about how when she 
was in Houston on one 
of the trips, the people 
who worked at NASA 
had just found out about 
budget cuts, yet they all 
said Bolden was still a 
wonderful encourager 
and very rarely told them 
not to do something.
“In the classroom I 
think kids need to hear 
about following their 
dreams,” Carbone said.
Kyle Thompson, a 
second-year  at h let ic 
training student and son 
of a teacher at Bolden 
Elementary in Beaufort 
S.C., said Bolden was an 
incredible speaker.
“It was very inspiring,” 
Thompson said. 
Despite his high status 
Bolden remained humble 
and claims that he never 
regrets anything.
“I have had a blessed 
life,” Bolden said.
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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Visit: dailygamecock.com/
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was pretty predictable. This year, who 
really knows?”
Will the spending limits 
work?
For the fi rst time, candidates this 
year will face set spending limits, 
with only $1,000 allotted for each 
candidate in the general election. 
Should a candidate make the run-off 
election, an extra $500 is allowed. 
It’s a move SG says will level the 
playing fi eld and give all students an 
equal chance at victory. Candidates 
must submit expense reports every 
week to the Elections Commission, 
and al l donations of campaign 
materials will count toward the 
limit. But will candidates actually 
follow the rules? Can the Elections 
Commission effectively enforce a 
policy? Stay tuned.
Can the race stay positive?
Last year’s elections were marred 
with testy disqualifi cation hearings 
that left Kate Allison on the sidelines. 
Two years ago, a candidate’s 
face was plastered with the word 
“Weiner.” Another candidate was 
maligned for a run-in with USC’s 
Department of Law Enforcement 
and Safety. Will the election turn 
dirty or will candidates be able to 
keep campaigning positive this 
year?
Do students actually care?
Student Government elections 
are notorious for poor voter turnout 
with less than 25 percent of the 
student body typically voting. How 
will candidates attempt to attract a 
wider voting base? Will an increased 
social media presence help to spike 
vote counts? Will the Greek Village 
widely support a candidate? Will 
one issue or particular candidate 
energize the student body?
Is a Constitution change in 
order?
Students will have a chance to 
revise SG’s constitution in this 
election. The organization has 
proposed a bicameral legislature, 
separating the undergraduate and 
graduate students into two separate 
legislative bodies and giving equal 
power to both. Graduate students 
have long clamored for more of a 
say in Student Government, but at 
least two-thirds of the student body 
must approve the change.
  
ELECTIONS ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
SPRING ELECTIONS
 for Student Government will take 
place February 15 and 16, 2011
For more information, e-mail the Elections 
Commission at saec@mailbox.sc.edu. SG is 
accepting applications for the following positions: 
Attorney General, Constitutional Council, Student 
Senate and Elections Commission.
Visit http://www.sg.sc.edu/committees.htm to 
follow the elections and read more about Student 
Government. 
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CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us 
know about it. E-mail gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will print 
the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion 
in the University of South Carol ina 
community. All published authors are 
expected to provide logical arguments to 
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers three 
methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on 
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
co lumns. Columnists shou ld keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name and 
position. Guest columns are limited to 
three per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length and 
clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform 
to the legal standards of USC Student 
Media.
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each from the Department of 
Student Media.
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American education works much like an 
assembly line. As students grow older, the 
conveyor belt shifts them from elementary school 
on through middle and high schools, grafting on 
bits of knowledge as they pass. Finally, they are 
dumped, neatly-packaged, into the marketplace. 
Many of us are not far enough from our freshman 
year to forget that marketplace, where we all sat 
before coming to college and waited for life to 
pick us up. And most of us remember the anxiety 
that test scores, grades and activities — all the 
bright color in our packaging — had very little to 
do with who we were as learners.
As foreign populations make greater strides in 
education, the years have shown terrible fl aws in 
this assembly line. These are fl aws that our levels 
of government have tried to fi x. South Carolina’s 
love affair with charter schools remains one 
example. The freedom of these institutions 
offers a great laboratory for innovation and 
invention in regards to American learning. Yet 
an article in The State Tuesday cast a shadow 
over this opportunity, revealing that, despite the 
growth of charter schools statewide, test results 
are uninspiring, hinting at doubt for the entire 
initiative.
I f ind it interest ing that , while South 
Carolina readily embraces charter schools, 
the same readiness does not extend to school 
evaluation. One of the fi rst lessons that a truly 
whole education should teach is that perspective 
matters. Or, to say it plainly, how 
we see something determines 
what we see of it .  For these 
schools, standardized test ing 
should not remain the method of 
evaluation. It will only force us 
to see their inadequacies under a 
certain system, where they might 
otherwise be excelling. To the 
fi ne chiseling that a charter school 
might offer, a standardized test is a 
jackhammer. It destroys whatever 
progress has been made by upholding goals unfi t 
for the classrooms in which these students have 
taken refuge.
Another redeeming factor for these “average” 
charter schools is their isolation. Several do not 
receive local funding for their activities, and the 
law behind them does not require local districts 
to offer these schools any stake in extracurricular 
activities. This might be different in practice, 
but the law does exist as an example to follow. 
These schools reside in some in-between zone, 
the unapproachable experiments of a state gone 
mad. If they are to garner real support for their 
activities, then they must have a grounded 
position in their respective communities. Perhaps 
several already do, yet there really is no end to 
the amount of support parents and community 
members can show their local schools — charter 
or otherwise.
In our classes, we have often found that only 
finishing some of the work — producing only 
a little effort — can keep us in good standing 
for a time. The same is not true for our state. 
If South Carolina is serious about making new 
strides in education, then it must look to its 
entire perspective on educational success and 
effectiveness. More money and more schools 
will not permanently solve the problem. The 
standardized test and a lack of local integration 
remain the greatest hurdles to a better, more 
artisan-like education system. 
First ladies all have 
issues they champion. 
Nancy Reagan fought 
d r u g s .  L au r a  B u s h 
p r o m o t e d  l i t e r a c y. 
M ic he l le  Ob a m a  i s 
advocating healthy eating 
for children. But now, 
Obama’s act ions have 
come under f ire from 
none other than Sarah 
Palin. Just when it seemed 
Palin could criticize the 
O b a m a 
family no 
more, she 
a t t ac k e d 
M ichel le 
O b a m a 
for trying 
to spread 
h e a l t h y 
l ifest yles 
f o r 
children. 
P a l i n 
must have 
missed the 
memo about America’s 
childhood obesity rate. 
According to the Centers 
for Disease Control child 
obesity has increased 
from 5-6 percent to near 
20 percent in the past 30 
years . 
I n  a  s p e e c h  t o  a 
Pennsylvania school, 
Palin said the government 
shouldn’t decided what 
children should eat and 
that it is the parents’ 
responsibility. Palin is 
right in this fact, but 
parents need to make 
i n f or me d  de c i s io n s 
about the food served 
in their homes, which is 
what Michelle Obama is 
attempting in her anti-
obesity campaign.
Pa l i n’s  c om ment s 
not only show how out 
of touch she is  w ith 
what is occurr ing in 
America, but it shows 
her paranoia about the 
government in the hands 
of Democrats. Simply 
because Michelle Obama 
is advocat ing healthy 
eating, Palin seems to 
believe the government is 
controlling what parents 
are allowed to do. 
Furthermore, Palin’s 
com ment s  show her 
hypocrisy. Palin slams 
Obama for the causes 
she advocates, act ing 
as if big government is 
intruding in our lives, 
yet continues to advocate 
her own conservat ive 
agendas, specifi cally with 
regard to religion and 
sexuality. This blatant 
contradict ion proves 
Palin is simply attacking 
Obama for  pol it ica l 
purposes. Not only is it 
idiotic and hypocritical, 
it’s disgusting.
It is a tragedy of the greatest degree that 
Mr. Loughner, fueled by psychological 
disturbances, chose to take the lives of 
innocent people in such a brutal manner. 
Like all people who suffer mentally in 
any capacity, he deserves psychological 
treatment. His legal punishment, however, 
is separate from this need for treatment. In 
a legal sense, a defendant’s mental illness is 
only relevant when it prevents him or her 
from understanding the consequences of 
his or her actions and recognizing them 
as right or wrong. As of yet, there is little 
publicized evidence that Mr. Loughner 
was incapable of such fundamental 
cognitive abilities. Therefore, the verdict 
in his court case should only consider 
the evidence pertaining to his guilt or 
innocence. While it is not irrelevant in 
understanding Mr. Loughner’s actions, we 
must remember that it was his fi nger that 
pulled the trigger, not his mental state.
— Brooke McAbee
Third-year English student
Clearly, there are legal precedents and 
reasoned arguments for allowing those 
who truly do not realize the gravity of 
their actions to have reduced sentences 
or to be acquitted of their crimes. While 
we may allow the use of this defense for 
conditions that do greatly interfere with 
judgement to such a degree as to render 
the victim unaware of the consequences 
of his actions, there is little evidence that 
Loughner’s mental issues extended to such 
a degree. While I hesitate to judge Jared 
Loughner, I doubt that his condition is 
such that the insanity defense will succeed.
— Samruddhi Somani
First-year economics student
Only truly delusional mentally ill 
suspects should be found insane instead 
of guilty. The defense must prove that 
the defendant is incapable of telling 
right from wrong. This is an extremely 
high burden and is rarely achieved. 
Unfortunately, we do not know all of the 
information regarding Loughner’s mental 
state. The only people who will hear all 
the information will be the twelve jury 
members during his trial and it will be up 
to them to determine how out of touch 
with reality he is.
— Michelle Fantone
Fourth-year political science and sociology 
student
Last time I checked, murder is murder. 
If he claims to have mental abnormalities 
and can prove these, he should be put in 
an institute of mental rehabilitation for a 
part of or the whole of his sentence. Jared 
Loughner committed a truly disgusting 
and heinous crime against society and 
humanity. He should be sentenced the 
same as any other murderer, but an 
attempt should be made to rehabilitate 
and treat him while serving his sentence.
— Stephen Barry
First-year broadcast journalism student
Why are we jumping to any conclusions 
on this? Last week, we were saying that 
Jared Loughner was a domestic terrorist. 
This week, we’re saying he’s mentally 
insane. This unfortunate episode reveals 
more about the concept of American 
justice these days than it ever could about 
civility in political debate or mental health. 
Sometimes, when cases are as high-profi le 
as this shooting, public opinion tends 
to override these procedures. Let’s take 
this one step at a t ime. Start with a 
psychological evaluation to determine 
whether he’s competent enough to stand 
trial for murder, then go from there. Let’s 
not jump; let’s fi nd justice for these people.
— Austin Jackson
Third-year political science student
We live in a nation of laws and therefore 
it will be up to a jury of Mr. Loughner’s 
peers to decide whether he is not guilty 
by reason of insanity. I can only hope 
and pray that the victims of this tragedy 
receive the justice that they and their 
loved ones so badly deserve.
— Hakeem Jerome Jefferson
Fourth-year political science and African 
American studies student
Michael 
Lambert
Second-year 
English student
Next Tuesday night, the nation’s attention will 
be focused on what the President says in his second 
State of the Union Address before a joint session of 
Congress. Last night, however, Columbia residents 
tuned in to hear what the city’s mayor had to say in 
his fi rst State of the City Address. Mayor Benjamin 
did what all local, state and national politicians do 
in such addresses: he touted the successes the 
city has had since electing him to serve as mayor 
while outlining future goals for the city. We 
applaud and support 
the efforts the Mayor 
is making to make the 
city a better place for 
life-long residents and 
temporary residents 
alike. 
Mayor Benjamin, in 
committing to making 
the city a safer place to 
live and visit, will increase the number of police 
offi cers in Five Points and surrounding areas. We 
can only hope that these offi cers will be as serious 
about catching violent criminals as they are about 
ticketing underage drinkers. If they are, we will 
have one of the safest cities in the country for sure. 
The Mayor has also committed to improving 
the city’s transportation system while creating a 
“powerhouse business and entertainment district” 
that connects Main Street, USC, Five Points and 
the Vista. 
As it attempts to recruit and retain the best and 
brightest students, businesses and professionals, 
the city cannot afford to simply maintain the 
status quo. If Columbia is to be the envy of cities 
across the state and nation it must move forward 
with the Mayor’s plans to make this city one that 
we can all be proud to call home. 
So, Mr. Mayor, we have heard your Address. 
We applaud your efforts. We anxiously wait for 
the results. 
  
Palin against 
Obama’s childhood 
obesity initiative
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NFL safety Pat Tillman could have earned millions 
of dollars playing for the Arizona Cardinals, but in 
2002 he left the league to join the military, serving 
his country in Afghanistan as undoubtedly one of 
the most famous enrolled men of the time. Two years 
later, Tillman was killed in combat. 
“The Tillman Story,” directed by fi lmmaker Amir 
Bar-Lev, is a conservatively nuanced fi lm that rarely 
tries to shove itself forward as an encapsulating 
destructive act. It’s a fi lm that readily acknowledges 
it doesn’t have the answers for the questions it asks.
When Tillman was killed, the military and the 
media painted a heroic story of him leading a charge 
on the enemy in order to save a group of soldiers. 
After further investigation, it was revealed that 
Tillman was actually killed as a result of friendly fi re 
in a confusing twilight assault in a canyon. 
But the details of exactly what happened to Tillman, 
exactly why he was shot and the narrative of events 
leading up to the moment of his death have been 
publicly and privately rewritten several times over the 
last six years.
“The Tillman Story” largely follows his mother 
Dannie’s efforts to reconstruct the event through her 
own personal investigations and a drawn-out effort to 
uncover a huge dossier of information regarding the 
military’s offi cial account of Tillman’s death. While 
Bar-Lev performed interviews with the family after 
these investigations occurred, and their recollections 
of piecing this convoluted puzzle together serve as 
the brunt of the narrative arc, it is nevertheless a 
fascinating look at how information gets created 
and disseminated. Bar-Lev also shaped the fi lm with 
archive footage of Tillman’s time in the military.
Tillman’s family and friends are very upfront about 
their disappointment in the military for changing 
the story and, in their words, using Tillman’s death 
as a means to promote the war. “The Tillman Story” 
has a very complex set of concerns regarding not 
the “justness” of the war, but the adequacy of the 
military-industrial complex.
In chronicling how the family sought to expose 
what they believed to be a cover-up of the exact 
circumstances of Tillman’s death, the fi lm is regularly 
confronted with a need to question how and why 
events happened, why media reported the way they 
did and how the military came to its own set of 
conclusions.
The problem and the point is that it can’t answer 
these questions. Tillman’s family has never received 
the validation or gratifi cation they feel they’re entitled 
to, and the fi lm itself acts as more of an expose than 
anything else. In this regard, its aesthetic is relatively 
straightforward, coupling interviews with archival 
pictures and video, along with a smart voiceover 
narrated by Josh Brolin. 
“The Tillman Story” wants us to be angry, it wants 
us to question what we hear, but it gets at this by one 
crucial decision — it thinks about Pat Tillman the 
man, letting his family and his fellow soldiers talk at 
length about the kind of person they perceived him to 
be. The fi lm’s most poignant stroke is in questioning 
the whole system of mythology, the way we create 
heroes simply because we need to have heroes.
Instead of presenting “the truth” in any kind of 
defi nitive way, it ends in an affi rmation of Pat Tillman 
as a man while refusing to conform to the notion that 
he is a larger-than-life hero. It never questions his 
courage, his attitude, his beliefs — it’s a very fl attering 
portrait. Rather, it asks us to dissect our own feelings, 
our own perceptions of how we elevate individuals to 
ethereal status and how we consume heavily mediated 
versions of events without necessarily understanding 
the events themselves.
‘Tillman Story’ questions 
accepted version of events
After only eight months and roughly 10 gigs, A 
Brighter Life is set to release its debut EP, entitled 
“Where Tonight Can Go,” at New Brookland Tavern 
tonight. The band cites its eclectic tastes, ranging from 
Taking Back Sunday and Four Year Strong to Lupe 
Fiasco, as main infl uences on its music, which is labeled 
as pop-punk. 
Despite understandable hardships with the local 
music scene, A Brighter Life has spent the last eight 
months using Internet resources like Facebook, Twitter 
and MySpace to build up its fan base and promote the 
its EP. 
“[Our biggest challenge has been] just trying to stay 
relevant in a dying scene. Columbia’s really known 
for its indie music scene and not its pop-punk scene. 
We’re in a dying genre and at a weird age for it, but 
we’re working every day and writing, so I guess we’re 
overcoming it,” guitarist Alex Koss said. 
The band members draw mainly on their own life 
experiences to create their music, including inspiration 
from work and school. Koss, bassist Chris Cousins and 
vocalist Jordan Kirk all attend USC, while guitarist 
Byron Dooley and drummer Chris Seiferlein have 
full-time jobs. 
“[We write] mostly just about life in our early 20s, 
but [we are] refl ective about where we came from. Half 
of us are at school, and the other half work, so we just 
write about the monotony and the ups and downs of it 
all — just things that kids like us have to think about,” 
Koss said.
A Brighter Life has used its music to grow both 
personally and musically since its formation in May 
2010. Koss maintains that the band’s main goal is not 
fame and fortune, but rather to connect with listeners 
and provide an outlet for the pressures of young 
adulthood. 
“The ultimate goal is just to write music that 
someone thinks is relevant to them. When we were 
growing up, and even now, we used music as a way to 
fi gure out what everything’s all about. We just want to 
make something that means something,” Koss said. 
    While the songs on the EP were written by Kirk and 
Dooley before the current lineup was in place, Koss 
said the band has grown since then and has written 
songs together that further f lesh out its signature 
sound.
The EP was recorded and mixed by Charlie Jackson 
of West Columbia, who has worked with other South 
Carolina bands such as Clever Words and the popular 
Columbia-based ensemble CherryCase. The record 
will be available in physical form at the release show 
tonight and for digital sale on iTunes and abrighterlife.
bandcamp.com soon.
 
Jimmy Gilmore
JGILMORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Courtesy of fi lmcritic.com
Arizona Cardinals safety Pat Tillman left behind a million-dollar NFL career to join the military and serve in Afghanistan.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Death of soldier, NFL star means 
for re-examining confusing aspects 
of war, dissemination of information
Local band caters to 20s crowd, 
writes music about life experiences
A Brighter Life 
releases fi rst EP 
Sydney Patterson
SPATTERSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
“To be a good actor you have to be something 
like a criminal, to be willing to break the rules to 
strive for something new.”
— Nicolas Cage 
Neal Hughes
NHUGHES@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
1. Stop casting Ashton Kutcher in anything. 
Period. 
This “actor” does not care about movies at all. Every 
single fi lm he has ever been cast in has received a “rotten” 
score on RottenTomatoes.com, an impressive feat 
considering his idiotic persona seems to pop into movies 
all the time. Odds would say he’d be in at least one good 
flick. I mean, even Ron Jeremy appeared in “Boogie 
Nights” (1997). In fact, his last fi lm, “Killers” (2010) is 
considered one of the worst fi lms released last year, and 
possibly the worst of his career, which proves he is only 
getting worse. 
Director: Amir Bar-Lev
Starring: Pat Tillman, Richard Tillman
Rating: R for language
Run Time: 94 minutes
“THE TILLMAN STORY”
NOW AT NICKELODEON
B
Courtesy of MySpace.com
A Brighter Life plays at New Brookland Tavern tonight.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
2. Someone please pay off Nicholas Cage’s debt. 
Nicolas Cage is not a respected actor. In fact, he is more akin to 
the crazy guy down the street who eats whatever dies in his yard. 
However, he does have an Oscar and possesses plenty of talent, 
but due to the fact that he compulsively buys castles (never said he 
was rational), he is in more debt than Blockbuster. This in turn 
forces him to take roles like those in “Season of the Witch” (2011) 
and “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice” (2010), which are surprisingly 
beneath even him. So I am proposing that someone help him 
out so he doesn’t become the crack addict begging on the street 
corners of the acting business. 
It’s January, which unfortunately means that it’s resolution time. Nearly every person on 
campus has decided that this year they will lose the freshman 15, resulting in Strom being 
clogged with a universal ineptitude, turning the gym into something more like a DMV. I am 
all for America ending its battle with obesity, I just prefer that the initiative happen somewhere 
far away from the streets of USC. However, unlike USC’s student body, Hollywood seems to 
lack the “dream big” attitude that we Gamecocks have recently acquired. So, since the movie 
business will not make its own resolutions for the new year, I have decided to offer up a few 
suggestions.
3. Let Darren Aronofsky (Black Swan) tell 
the Easter Story. 
He has been quoted as saying that he “had problems 
with” “The Passion of the Christ” (2004). A quick 
solution to this problem is to just let him direct his own 
version. There could be Jared Leto as Jesus, a sobering 
but cerebrally stimulating story, and the score would 
be amazing. His style would correlate perfectly to the 
mood of the plot; nearly every aspect lines up except 
for it being hugely blasphemous. And, there’s no way 
Aronofsky would be able to do it without some egregious 
sex scene. Not sure how the pope will handle that one. 
4 .  S t o p  m a k i n g 
unnecessar y f i lms and 
sequels. 
Well this one’s too late because 
Hollywood is creating a “Missile 
Command” movie. Yes, that is the 
space-themed 1980 Atari game 
where you shoot laser-like lines at 
dots falling from the sky. This one 
was the most important resolution, 
and Hollywood already failed.
5. End the Vampire fad. Immediately.
This has gone on way too long. When I was young, I thought Dracula was 
stupid and didn’t make sense. The guy can’t eat garlic, but human blood is his 
life source. Of all things to be a weakness, it had to be garlic? Last year, and 
the year before that, I thought the obsession with these mosquitoes would fade 
away. Instead, it just grew stronger with the release of “Twilight” (2008). It is 
like Kudzu. Yet, there is no way to stop it, and the only way to ignore it is to go 
hide in a cave. 
These are just a few of the suggestions that Hollywood should take to heart. 
I know that none will come true and might be considered for two weeks before 
being put next to the Rosetta Stone and fi led under “maybe next year.” 
Egon Endrenyi / MCT Campus
Chris Pizzello / MCT Campus
ACROSS
1 Avid ones keep Life 
Lists
8 Weapons restriction of 
a sort
15 Circling
16 Coin’s “heads”
17 Take a plane?
18 Formed before 
delivery, as concrete
19 Mom and pop 
ﬁ nancing gp.
20 Roger who coached 
eight NHL teams
22 Taste
23 Collaborator with
a Count and a Duke
25 Dance genre
26 Peak in Thessaly
27 It lost to “Moon
River” for a Best Song 
Oscar
32 View from Jackson 
Hole
33 Safe portfolio 
investments
34 Ad-committee link
35 Dr. Ray Langston’s TV 
team
36 Come to a head
39 Puget Sound port
42 1964 Record of the 
Year Grammy winner,
with “The”
45 Sub. for omitted 
names
46 Hammett’s Spade
47 Library Card Sign-up 
mo.
48 Like some painkillers, 
brieﬂ y
49 French lover?
53 Frat letter
54 Told
56 Easily attached
58 Island north of Trinidad
59 Not told
60 Sect linked to the
Dead Sea Scrolls
61 Jai alai balls
DOWN
1 “Bullitt” co-star
2 Therapy aid
3 Pluralis
majestatis
4 Court physician?
5 “Personal
Witness: Israel 
Through My
Eyes” author
6 Potatoes
alternative
7 Nevis 
neighbor
8 Leadership 
position
9 River 
through 
Aragon
10 1984 
Swedish 
speed skating 
medalist Gustafson
11 Hammett’s Spade, e.g.
12 Golfer’s 2-wood
13 Rink stats
14 Working capital?
21 __-di-dah
24 Colonial mound
26 Sunroof and CD
changer, e.g.
28 “A Room of One’s
Own” author
29 Arouse, as wrath
30 Open without a
corkscrew
31 1900 Puccini premiere
36 Pink Gin ingredient
37 Sources of ambiguous 
answers
38 Some Iberian inns
39 “Pencils down”
40 Mongoose family
member
41 Antique oil holder
42 Magazine whose
debut issue featured a 
cover photo of Cindy
Crawford dressed as
Washington
43 Comb breaker, perhaps
44 Makes up (for)
49 __ end
50 Early Iranian
51 Big name in alternative
press
52 Shiraz spending
money
55 Sufﬁ x with
oct-
57 USN rank
01/19/11Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
Brought to you by:
Crossword
Solution 01/18/11
01/19/11
Solution from 01/18/11
Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.
Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Columbia Charlotte Shuttle
The Charlotte Airport Just Got CloserHey
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PhD ● By Jorge Cham The Scene
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Chad Simmons / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Zoroaster plays at New Brookland Tavern Tuesday night. The Atlanta-based band’s 
sound is a combination of experimental, metal and psychedelic rock. Zoroaster will 
play again tonight in Raleigh, N.C. with fellow groups Kylesa and Fight Amp.  
PICTURE OF THE DAY
WHAT: Poster Sale
WHEN: 7 a.m.
WHERE: Russell House 
Lobby
WHAT: 2011 Spring 
Student Organization Fair
WHEN: 9:30 a.m.
WHERE: Greene Street
WHAT: Fundraising for 
Haiti
WHEN: 11 a.m.
WHERE: RH Lobby 2
WHAT: National Student 
Exchange meeting
WHEN: 3 p.m.
WHERE: RH 205
WHAT: Impact Movement 
prayer meeting
WHEN: 4 p.m.
WHERE: RH 201
WHAT: Women’s Mentor 
Network event
WHEN: 5 p.m.
WHERE: RH 303
WHAT: FMLA meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: RH 203
WHAT: The Daily 
Gamecock Interest 
Meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: RH 315
WHAT: SGTV Interest 
Meeting
WHEN: 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 205
WHAT: Garnet & Black 
Magazine Interest Meeting
WHEN: 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 304
 
HOROSCOPES
1234567890-=
ARIES You may feel 
unsure about a business 
deal today. Nevertheless, 
your heart guides you to 
the right decision. Be sure 
to listen and then take 
action.
TAURUS A lack of 
confidence at work gets 
resolved by trusting and 
acting on intuition. Be 
open to a change of luck. 
Don’t take unnecessary 
risks, though.
GEMINI  Money 
insecurities get resolved 
b y  f o c u s i n g  o n  a 
relationship. Be generous 
with love and attention. 
What goes around comes 
around. Share resources.
C A NCER  There 
will be a turning point in 
a relationship and in your 
personal priorities in the 
coming week. Meditate 
under the f u l l  moon. 
Howl, even.
LEO There may be 
more possibilities than 
f irst apparent. Nature 
provides solutions. To 
leverage thousands of 
years of development, ask 
yourself, “What natural 
design handles this?”
V I R G O  Y o u r 
priorities regarding your 
future and your long-
term dreams shift. Clear 
communicat ion f lows 
easi ly today. Write it 
all down and share the 
words.
LIBR A Reconsider 
c a r e e r  g o a l s  t o d a y. 
Increase ef f iciency by 
dropping a redundant 
step. When challenged, 
look for something to be 
grateful for.
SCORPIO You’re 
a brilliant communicator 
today. The ful l moon 
is your inspirat ion, so 
find time together — a 
moonlit hike, perhaps, or 
just a good howl.
SAGITTARIUS 
bird in the hand is worth 
t wo in the bush” is a 
good motto today. Don’t 
gamble, especially with 
other people’s money. Be 
grateful.
C A PR ICOR N 
You’re on t he top of 
the world and you like 
it . Don’t worry about 
money. Focus on the love 
around you and on giving 
more away. This inspires 
others.
AQUARIUS Your 
health and work are both 
important today. Intend 
for  ba la nce .  A  shor t 
journey may be required. 
Be in communication and 
walk or take stairs.
PISCES You want to 
be freed from obligations. 
Don’t compromise when 
setting your hourly rate. 
Fall in love with your 
career, and the market 
appreciates that.
A BRIGHTER LIFE (EP RELEASE SHOW), BEHOLD 
THE MESSENGER, THIS IS HOME, FUSEBOXPOET
6 p.m. doors, $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
TODAY
THE SUPERVILLIANS W/ FICTION 
20 DOWN, SOUNDS OF SUBURBIA
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, 
free
The House 5 Points, 2020 
Devine St. 
DIGITAL RAPPORT, BENG, POP 
DEEZ
10 p.m., $5
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
TOMORROW
COLOUR REVOLT, VALLEY MAKER, 
JUNIOR ASTRONOMERS
8 p.m., $8 advance / $10 day 
of show
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
THE MODERN SKIRTS W/ JOAL 
HAMILTON
6 p.m. doors / 7 p.m. show, 
$6 in advance / $8 day of 
show
The White Mule, 1530 
Main St. 
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At the start of the season, it was widely 
believed that f ive teams would be in 
contention for the SEC East crown. Nearly 
two weeks into conference play, it appears 
there will be a sixth. 
Despite predictions that it would fi nish 
in the division’s cellar, South Carolina 
enters the week as the winner of two of its 
fi rst three SEC games, with both victories 
coming against opponents expected to 
fi nish near the top of the fi nal standings. 
The next test comes in the form of Arkansas 
as the Gamecocks look to stay on track 
when they open a three-game home stand 
tonight at Colonial Life Arena. 
As it moves past Saturday’s down-to-
the-wire win at Florida, Carolina hopes to 
avoid dwelling too much on the victory as 
it prepares for tonight’s matchup with the 
Razorbacks. 
“It’s another week with more SEC games 
and challenges ahead of us,” coach Darrin 
Horn said . “As we move forward, it’s really 
important for our team to focus on being a 
team. It’s great to get a road win and beat a 
good team in Florida, but at the same time, 
it’s just our third league game. We need to 
not get lost in that.” 
Coming off one of their strongest 
performances of the year, the Gamecocks 
will be looking for continued success from 
its young roster. With freshman point 
guard Bruce Ellington leading the way, 
Horn expects this promising group to 
continue making progress. 
“From day one, I’ve said we’re going to 
build a program and here are the kinds of 
guys we want to do it with,” Horn said. “We 
know long term that it can lead to positive 
things, and it’s good to see some fruits from 
that. I think it helps a young team gain 
some confi dence to know that this works, 
but as coaches we’re not worried about it 
working because we know it works. It’s just 
a matter of understanding what it takes and 
going out and producing it.” 
Helping this group’s development has 
been the play of sophomores Lakeem 
Jackson and Ramon Galloway. As two of 
just fi ve returnees from last year’s roster, 
Jackson and Galloway have provided a 
veteran presence that should continue to be 
important as Carolina moves deeper into its 
SEC schedule. 
“Those two guys — just play after play on 
Saturday — did little things, whether it was 
running the floor, going to the offensive 
glass, getting through screens or whatever 
it was,” Horn said. “Ramon had two huge 
passes where he could’ve taken a good shot, 
but passed it up for a better shot that led to 
threes. Those little things make such a big 
difference when you’re playing in a league 
like this, where every game’s going to be 
tough.” 
Gamecock Jesus and the USC faithful 
will add to the hype of tonight’s 
matchup as the Gamecocks prepare 
for their third Garnet Army Night. 
Boasting big wins on both of the 
last two occasions, Carolina hopes 
for another strong turnout from 
the student body. 
“We’re going to have to stay 
focused on things that we need 
to do well, and being at home is 
a big part of it,” Horn said. “It’s 
important for us to get the Garnet 
A rmy out there and get that 
atmosphere going in the Colonial 
Life Arena and really take care of 
business at home.” 
Although a dif f icult stretch 
is within sight on the schedule, 
the Gamecocks strive to remain 
focused on the present, which, at 
this time, includes slowing down an 
Arkansas team tied for fi rst in the 
SEC West. 
“We’re really just interested in 
getting our guys to play at the level 
that makes us our best and gives us 
a chance to win,” Horn said. “Quite 
honestly, I’m not looking at who we 
play after Arkansas or how many 
games are on the road or at home. 
We’re just worrying about how we 
get better today and prepare for the 
next one.” 
1. Georgia (No Change) 
The Bulldogs suffered the proverbial big game hangover 
after the upset of Kentucky when they fell to Vanderbilt 
last week. Fortunately for Georgia (13-3, 2-1) , the SEC 
East is wide open, so they’ve been able to remain atop the 
standings after rebounding at Ole Miss. The Bulldogs have 
three consecutive home games coming up to widen the gap 
between them and the fi eld. — Isabelle Khurshudyan
2. Kentucky (No Change)
After an uncharacteristic loss to Georgia, Kentucky (14-
3, 2-1) once again asserted its dominance in the SEC, 
routing Auburn and LSU with scores of 78-54 and 82-
44 respectively. Though this is a young squad, with six 
freshmen on the team, it is led by John Calipari , a talented 
coach who has experience with gaining momentum at the 
right time. — IK
3. Florida (No Change)
The Gators have struggled in the worst way possible — 
three of their four losses have come at home. Should Florida 
(13-4, 2-1) start winning more consistently at home, their 
senior-led squad has the ability to make a run toward the 
end of the season, especially with the amount of success 
they’re having on the road. Fortunately for the Gators, 
three of their next four games will be away.. — IK
4. USC (Up 2)
Despite falling to Alabama on the road, the Gamecocks 
were able to right the ship with a win at Florida, which 
served as a confi dence boost after the buzzer-beating defeat 
the Gators dealt them a season ago. South Carolina (11-5, 
2-1) will be forced to prove itself in upcoming matchups 
against two top-notch SEC opponents — Arkansas and 
Kentucky. — IK
5. Tennessee (Up 2)
With the suspension of Bruce Pearl , the Volunteers have 
struggled at the start of their conference schedule, but 
after a win against Vanderbilt, Tennessee (11-6, 1-2) has 
found chemistry under associate head coach Tony Jones’ 
leadership.  — IK
6. Arkansas (Down 2)
After an embarrassing road loss to LSU, the Hogs got 
back to winning ways with a 70-65 defeat of Alabama 
in Fayetteville . Things are about to get tough on John 
Pelphrey’s team, however. This week brings a road 
swing East, with games against USC and Florida. If the 
Razorbacks (12-4, 2-1) want to stay atop the Western 
Division, they’ll need to win at least one of those games. — 
James Kratch
7. Vanderbilt (Down 2)
The Commodores suffered their second conference loss on 
the road against the arch-rival, Tennessee, which has to hurt 
their confi dence when it comes to road games. After a short 
break, Vanderbilt (12-4, 1-2) will have two home match-ups 
against Ole Miss and Saint Mary’s before hitting the road 
again to face Mississippi State. — IK
8. LSU (Up 2)
What to make of the Tigers? They’re 2-1 in the league and 
10-8 overall , which seems pretty good for a team that was 
expected to do next to nothing coming into the season. But 
one of those wins is against lowly Auburn and the loss was 
to Kentucky by 38 points. With two of its next three games 
on the road, we should learn a lot about LSU. — JK 
9. Alabama (No Change)
The Crimson Tide can play defense. A lot of teams, 
including the Gamecocks, can attest to that. But can it score 
when it has to? Alabama (10-7, 2-1) hasn’t won a game this 
season in which its opponent scored more than 60 points. 
Anthony Grant’s team needs to fi nd some consistent offense 
to go along with the stifl ing defense. — JK
10. Mississippi State (Up 1)
The Bulldogs (10-7, 2-1) were the latest team to get the SEC 
pick-me-up that is a date with Auburn. The going is about 
to get tough for Rick Stansbury’s team now, with Georgia, 
Vanderbilt and Florida in the next three contests The 
stretch may make, or break, MSU’s season.  — JK
11. Ole Miss (Down 3)
The Rebels are struggling mightily, having lost three 
straight after a four-game win streak to end non-conference 
play. It doesn’t get any easier for Ole Miss (12-6, 0-3) — 
road trips to Vanderbilt and Arkansas and home visits by 
Kentucky and Tennessee lie ahead. — JK
12. Auburn (No Change)
The last SEC team to go winless in league play was Georgia 
Tech, which went 0-14 during the 1953-54 season. Tony 
Barbee’s 2010-11 Tiger team might be able to prevent 
those old Yellow Jackets from breaking out the bittersweet 
champagne one more time by March. Auburn (7-10, 0-3) is 
well-coached, but extremely low on talent. No team has won 
less than two conference games since the league expanded 
in 1992. Auburn may soon be the exception. — JK 
Carolina returns home to face Arkansas
Garnet Army reassembles 
as USC takes on Hogs
Ryan Velasquez
RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
The SEC is down in basketball this 
year. Coming off a banner year for football 
which saw the fifth consecutive national 
championship won by a conference 
member, the league will have to scratch 
and claw its way to three 
NCAA tournament bids, if 
it even can get that many.  
But that also means the 
league is as wide open as 
ever. Through the f irst 
three league games, none of 
the conference’s 12 teams 
are better than 2-1. The 
last time that happened? 
The 2003-2004 season, 
which coincidentally is the 
last time USC made it to 
the Big Dance.  
With the exception of Auburn, which 
may replace the 1953-54 Georgia Tech team 
as the last squad to go winless in SEC play, 
each league member has reason to believe 
it can potentially win its division. Even Ole 
Miss, which started 0-3 in conference play , 
has enough talent to dream of turning their 
season around and winning the mediocre 
Western Division.  
All anyone has to do is make a move. 
That’s why USC’s three-game homestand, 
which starts tonight against Arkansas, is 
so important. Over the next 11 days, the 
Gamecocks will have a golden opportunity 
to make a move.  
Three games. All at home, all winnable 
and all important in the drive for a 
postseason tournament, whether it be the 
NCAA or NIT.  
The young Gamecocks have exceeded 
all outside expectations. But, at the same 
time, they’re still starting three freshmen 
and playing seven underclassmen on a 
nightly basis. Growing pains are inevitable, 
especially when USC is playing on the road. 
Yes, the Gamecocks were brilliant in 
Gainesville this past weekend, outplaying 
a more experienced and polished Gators 
team, but lest we forget what happened 
three days before the big win over Florida 
— the season’s worst performance, in all 
likelihood, at Alabama.  
Alabama’s Coleman Coliseum’s is hardly 
an intimidating atmosphere. Most Alabama 
fans were more preoccupied with the 
offi cial visits of football recruits, including 
Rock Hill native Jadeveon Clowney, that 
weekend than with a Wednesday night 
basketball game.  
But, the road is the road. It’s cold, 
unforgiving and rather diffi cult to win on. 
It’s more so when dealing with a young 
team. You’re out of your element and 
routine. The backboards are different. The 
gym lighting is different. The fans aren’t 
there — at least the ones that’ll support you. 
The road is a place where 20 turnovers 
and 28.6 shooting efforts happen. It is, 
to sum it all up, the complete opposite 
of playing at home. So, USC has to take 
advantage of being at home in the coming 
days.  
Colonial Life Arena is rarely sold out. It’s 
a bit sterile. But, ever since Darrin Horn 
was hired prior to the start of the 2008-09 
season, it’s been proven college students, 
garnet, black and white camoufl age shirts, 
an exciting team, a certain Finnish techno 
track and conference play can make the 
place into a house of horrors for opponents. 
Since Horn became USC’s coach, road 
trips to Columbia have become precarious 
for SEC teams. Of the 11 SEC arenas that 
have remained in use for the entirety of the 
Horn era at USC (sorry again, Auburn), 
Colonial Life Arena has been, by winning 
percentage, the fourth-toughest SEC venue 
for league members to play at.  
Opponents have won only five games 
in Columbia since Horn took over. That’s 
as many games as visitors have won at 
Tennessee’s Thompson-Boling Arena in 
the same time span, and only one more 
game than visitors have won at Kentucky’s 
Rupp Arena, Florida’s O’Connell Center 
or Vanderbilt’s Memorial Coliseum in the 
period.  
Those numbers are why USC has to 
make hay in these next three games if it 
wants to set itself up for the season it wants 
to have. 
A 2-1 finish is a must — 3-0 would 
be superb. The road brings too many 
uncertainties, especially when you’re a 
young team that will have to play six of its 
last 10 games away from home.  
USC doesn’t need to get a miracle length-
of-the-fl oor drive and layup at the buzzer in 
these next three. It doesn’t need to upset a 
top-ranked team. It just has to live up to the 
catchphrase of the company that produces 
its uniforms.  
It just has to win at home.   
James 
Kratch
jkratch@
dailygamecock.com
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Ramon Galloway has excelled off the bench of late 
for South Carolina, earning praise from Darrin Horn.Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
Kratch: Upcoming homestand of utmost importance for Gamecocks
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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New & Improved!
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
HOUSING
CAYCE 2 BD/1 BA APT.$450/
MO.WATER INC.$450 DEP.
CALL 936.0420
2/3 BD, 1 BA.NEWLY REMODELED. 
NEW H/AIR.NEW CARPET.$750/
MONTH.$750 DEPOSIT.LEXINGTON AVE.
CALL 936.0420 FOR APPOINTMENT. 
EMPLOYMENT
LIFEGUARDS NEEDED - MYRTLE BEACH 
LATE MARCH & SUMMER! GOOD PAY & 
CONDITIONS W/LODGING 
843-340-9084
EASTCOASTE2002@YAHOO.COM
PAWN SHOP SEEKING PT SALES 
ASSOCIATE MUST BE HONEST, 
HARDWORKING, WELL GROOMED & ABLE 
TO LIFT HEAVY OBJECTS. WILL WORK 
AROUND YOUR SCHOOL SCHEDULE. 
PLEASE CALL JON AT 256-1888. 
PEOPLES PAWN SHOP, INC. 1324 
ASSEMBLY ST. DOWNTOWN COLUMBIA.
WGC IS NOW HIRING GYMNASTICS AND 
TUMBLING INSTRUCTORS FOR ITS NEW 
SUMTER YMCA LOCATION. HOURS 
ARE FLEXIBLE, AND WE OFFER A GREAT 
HOURLY RATE. WILL TRAIN THE RIGHT 
CANDIDATES AS NEEDED. MUST LOVE 
WORKING WITH KIDS, BE DEPENDABLE 
AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION. PLEASE 
EMAIL: WATEREEGYMNASTICS@YAHOO.
COM FOR MORE INFO AND TO APPLY. 
WWW.WATEREEGYMNASTICS.COM
CELEBRATE FREEDOM FOUNDATION 
IS LOOKING TO HIRE AN EXPERIENCED 
WEBSITE MASTER TO START IMMEDIATELY. 
FLEXIBLE HOURS. PLEASE SEND RESUME 
TO MORGAN FIELDS AT 
MORGANFLDS@GMAIL.COM 
BARTENDING $250/DAYNO EXP 
NEC.TRAINING AVAILABLE. 
800-965-6520 X253
EMPLOYMENT
WORK-STUDY POSITION - DEPARTMENT 
OF STUDENT MEDIA. DUTIES INCLUDE 
ANSWERING PHONES, MAKING 
PHOTOCOPIES, DATA ENTRY, PREPARING 
MAIL-OUTS, HANDLING INCOMING AND 
OUTGOING MAIL, GENERAL FILING AND 
OTHER DUTIES AS ASSIGNED. OFFICE 
HOURS BETWEEN 8:30-5:00PM. CALL 
777.5064 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
COME TO RHUU ROOM 343 TO APPLY. 
VISTA AREA LAW FIRM NEEDS RUNNER 
TUES/THURS 8:30-5:30.
MUST HAVE PERSONAL CAR & CURRENT 
AUTO INSURANCE.  HRLY RATE & 
MILEAGE PAID BI-WEEKLY. 256-4000 
EMPLOYMENT
NOW HIRING!
25-30 IMMEDIATE OPENINGS WITH 
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES ON-CAMPUS!
MAKE $8.25 PER HOUR!! BUILD YOUR 
RESUME, EARN BONUSES & SHOW YOUR 
GAMECOCK PRIDE!!
APPLY ONLINE:  SC.EDU/
CAROLINACALLERS CLICK 
“JOIN OUR TEAM!”
QUESTIONS? E-MAIL JAKE AT 
JAMES.STRANG@RUFFALOCODY.COM
OR CALL 777-4705
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189.00 5-DAYS OR $239 
7-DAYS. 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE: ROUND-
TRIP LUXURY CRUISE WITH FOOD. 
ACCOMMODATIONS ON THE ISLAND AT 
YOUR CHOICE OF THIRTEEN 
RESORTS. APPALACHIA TRAVEL. 
WWW.BAHAMASUN.COM 
800-867-5018
